The Tower of Babel
was topped by the high tower of the Etemenanki. . buildings were reflected in the waters of the Euphr; which glided sailing vessels without number. Do\ could be seen the great Euphrates bridge, built by This connected the eastern part of the city, contai temples and palaces, with the \yestern districts on t bank. How easily we can understand the pride in the king's words: " Is not this the great Babel which in my; power I have raised up as my royal throne in honoi majesty?" The king's pride was justified: this ne^ which had risen like the phoenix from the ruins lei Assyrians, although begun by his father Nabopolas largely his own creation. Marduk rewarded him wit reign of more than two score years. Twenty years late king of the Persians, captured the city without a struj commanded that there should be no pillaging or des and the proud city made such an impression on hirr preferred it to Susa as a winter residence. In his residence at Pasagardae on the Iranian plateau, he ha< built in the form of a miniature ziggurat: his last rest was raised on a six-stage building in the middle of a small Etemenanki.
Babylonia knew two great periods of splendour: under Hammurabi (1792-1750 B.C.) and the secor Nebuchadnezzar (604-562) who aimed at a revive age of Hammurabi whose history he knew well. An of over a millennium separates these two periods, an which saw the Hittite and Kassite invasions and the su of the Assyrians, and is almost as long as the time bet